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Diverse, innovative, and with a global presence: Contemporary
Czech children’s and young adult literature
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In recent years, Czech children’s and young adult literature has developed
into one of the most dynamic and creative sectors of the Czech book market
and has also established a visible presence internationally. Today, there is a
remarkable diversity of themes, forms, and aesthetic approaches—ranging
from artistically sophisticated picture books to socially critical young adult
novels. Alongside major publishers such as Albatros, Host, Paseka, and
Euromedia, smaller independent houses like Baobab and Labyrint are
particularly shaping the scene. They actively promote diversity in their
catalogs and provide space for new voices, debuts, and experimental
formats. Comic artists and illustrators are also gaining prominence and
contributing significantly to the renewal of children’s literature.

A hallmark of the current scene is the close collaboration between authors
and illustrators. Artistic picture books and graphically experimental formats
demonstrate that children’s literature in Czechia is often understood as a
visual work of art. The comic format and the integration of comic elements
are becoming increasingly important in the Czech book market. As a result,
more formally innovative titles are appearing, such as the interactive book
“Deine Eltern trennen sich? So kommst du damit klar!” by Lenka Blaze
(Gabriel Verlag), which bridges the gap between narrative nonfiction and a
personal workbook.

Children’s and young adult literature has also become much more diverse in
terms of content. Alongside classic narrative themes, topics such as identity,
history, the environment, and social issues are increasingly coming to the
fore. Literature is addressing current social experiences—this became
particularly evident during the COVID-19 pandemic, which is also a theme in
children’s books. Stories often explore isolation, uncertainty, and new realities
of life in poetic or humorous ways. “Mantel und Handtasche” by Marka
Mikova, illustrated by Galina Miklinova (Drava Verlag), tells the story of a
coat and a handbag that take a liking to each other, but whose path is
repeatedly blocked by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Many works explore fundamental emotional experiences: fear, loneliness, or
the feeling of being different. Books about fear—such as fear of the dark—or
about social exclusion and family problems are among the defining themes.
At the same time, a sensitive approach to diversity is evident, for example in
stories about autism, non-binary identity, or complex family relationships. This
trend is exemplified in recent translations such as “Klub der seltsamen
Kinder” (Jungbrunnen Verlag) by Petra Soukupova, which explores
questions of belonging and otherness from multiple perspectives, or “Weder
Junge noch Madchen” by Marita Kelbl (Anthea Verlag), which addresses
the themes of gender roles and non-binary identity in a child-friendly manner.

Another trend is the growing importance of nonfiction books for young
readers. These often combine narrative elements with in-depth knowledge
and explore historical or scientific topics. “Wie entsteht Design” by Jifi
Pelcl and Silvie Seborova (Karl Rauch Verlag) takes children on a journey
through the history of inventions that changed humanity. Books such as
“Mein kleines rotes Buch” by Lenka Blaze (Gerstenberg Verlag) break
down taboos and show that learning about menstruation and one’s own body
can be fun.

Czech children’s and young adult literature of the past decade is
characterized by a spirit of experimentation, artistic quality, and social
relevance. It is not only aimed at young readers but increasingly sees itself
as literature for all generations—open, diverse, and internationally
connected.

Your Guest of Honour Czechia press team
Annika Gritzner, Nathalie Weber and Mathias Voigt

Please contact us if you would like further information, review copies,
or if we can arrange interviews for you!

Digital Evening about the Guest of Honour Czechia

We cordially invite you to join us for a digital evening to explore Czech
literature and culture. The event will take place on Monday, April 27, 2026,

at 5:30 pm on Zoom and will be in German.

Martin Krafl, Program Director for the Guest of Honour Czechia, will speak

about the Czech literary program and upcoming events. Following that, we
will present a selection of current book titles from Czechia. We are
particularly delighted to welcome authors Vratislav Manak and Iva

Prochazkova. Our conversation with them will focus on their latest books
and their writing.

We look forward to receiving your registration via email at
tschechien@literaturtest.de.

Events

16.04.2026, 6 pm
Film Screening_Discussion: Nebelkind — The End of Silence

Bundesplatz-Kino, Berlin

23.04.2026, 7 pm
Reading & Discussion: Alice Hora¢kova und Eli Benes$

Zentralbibliothek Bremen

24.04.2026, 5 pm
Reading & Comic projection: Jan Novak

GALERIE am schwarzen meer, Bremen

21.-27.04.2026
Tschechien at goEast film festival

Wiesbaden

28.04.2026, 6:30 pm

Wellenwelten | Priliv pfibéht: Die verkehrte Stadt with Mikael Ross and
Petr Sestak

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

Book tips

Ivona Brezinova: ,,Schrei leise, Bruder*
(Schenk Verlag, translated by Theresa Clauberg, illustrations
by Marta Poszpisek, published on 1.03.2026)

SCh re-i Jeremias is different. He lives in a world with strict rules, a

world where every day of the week has a different color
and where slices of bread are round. He doesn’t really
understand the world his mother and sister live in; he can’t
quite find his way around it. But that doesn’t bother him;
after all, he has his own world. Although he sometimes
causes difficulties for others, his loving mother and his twin
are always there for him. The main thing is that they don’t
send Jeremy to a home—they wouldn’t survive that.

Ivona Bfezinova tells the story of an autistic boy and the
people around him—who have to cope with his condition
every day—with sensitivity but also the necessary
distance. The book, featuring outstanding illustrations by
Marta Poszpisek, shows children that it is possible to live
with an autism spectrum disorder, and that love and
understanding are what matter most.

You can find further information on the book here.

Jifi Pelcl & Silvie Seborova: ,,Wie entsteht Design*
(Karl Rauch Verlag, translated by Lena Dorn, illustrations by
Jifi Franta, published on 17.03.2026)

T .. The Great Book of Knowledge for Children and Adults:

y Visions, new materials, new approaches—many factors
k“TST{:HT can lead to the creation of something extraordinary that
- 1ol has the power to transform our everyday lives. Even the
‘ e vegetable peeler is the result of design. Toys, furniture,
- clothing, architecture, smartphones, and much more: the
world is filled with things whose aesthetics and utility are
so outstanding that they have become an integral part of
our daily lives.

Design doesn’t have to be pretentious or expensive.
Together with two children, we embark on a journey
through history and an expedition where we learn a great
deal.

You can find further information on the book here.

Lenka Blaze: ,,Deine Eltern trennen sich?*“
(Gabriel Verlag, translated by Stefanie Bose,
published on 24.03.2026)

Suddenly, everything has changed: Parents are
separating, and feelings like anger, sadness, or guilt seem
overwhelming. This journal guides children ages 10 and up
through this difficult time—with empathy, support, and
understanding. It provides space for writing, drawing, and
mne reflecting, explains challenging situations, and encourages
50 KOMMST . children to talk about their feelings. With many creative
pu DAMIT KLAR exercises, tips, and space for personal thoughts, the book
. 1 \ : helps children name their fears, navigate the transition
between two worlds, and discover new perspectives. In
this way, children learn that they are not alone with their
worries—and that there is hope, even when the sky seems
gray.

 EiN JOURMAL FUR DEINE ﬁ

P GEDANKEN UND GEFUMLE -

Ideal for children of divorce, blended families, and anyone
looking for answers to children’s questions about
separation and family. A valuable guide that helps parents
and children start a conversation and encourages them to
acknowledge and process their feelings.

You can find further information on the book here.

Marie lljasenko: ,,Menschen horen tiberhaupt nur sehr wenig“
(Anthea Verlag, translated by Julia Miesenbock, published on
17.03.2026)

In her poems, Marie lljasenko explores urban space as a
habitat for animals and humans. Amid pheasants and
kestrels, rainbow trout, martens, and mice, urban
landscapes emerge—from New York to Prague,
Barcelona, and Tokyo—a world in which humans often
become secondary figures and frequently bring harm to
animals, as in the war in Ukraine.

Through precise observations, lljaSenko paints a sensitive
portrait of modern existence, where closeness and threat
lie in close proximity.

You can find further information on the book here.

Radka Rubilina: ,,BalCik“
(Ketos Verlag, translated by Ondrej Cikan, published on
18.03.2026)

On the Black Sea, in the Bulgarian town of Balchik
(Baltschik), the ancient Dionysopolis, stands the summer
palace of Queen Maria of Romania, which blends

it countless cultural influences, including the palace park, the
Balcik “Quiet Nest.” There is also a temple to Cybele in Balchik.

Gedichte
basné

Radka Rubilina

Cybele was originally a man from whose genitals her lover,
the youth Attis, emerged. When he wanted to marry
another woman, Cybele struck him with madness. In her
poetry collection, Rubilina intertwines the fates of Cybele
and Maria with the longings of a contemporary narrator:
myth and the present—who can tell them apart?

You can find further information on the book here.

About the Guest of Honour

Czechia is the Guest of Honour of the Frankfurt Book Fair 2026. The Guest
of Honour appearance is being organised by the Moravian Library in Brno
and its Czech Literature Centre section. It is being financed by public funds
from the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and is implemented with
the support of PPF Foundation. Partner of the Year of Czech Culture and
Guest of Honour is Deutsch-Tschechischer Zukunftsfonds / Cesko-némecky
fond budoucnosti.The Frankfurt Book Fair, which will take place from October
7 to 11, 2026, is the world's largest trade fair for publishing. The Guest of
Honour presents its literature and culture at the fair, in the city of Frankfurt,
and at many other locations in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Czechia's
Guest of Honour appearance is themed “Czechia — A Country on the Coast.”
https://czechia2026.com/
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Press Contact Guest of Honour Czechia
Annika Gritzner, Nathalie Weber and Mathias Voigt

Literaturtest
c/o The Base Berlin ONE

Pestalozzistralle 5-8
13187 Berlin

Tel. +49 (0)30-531 40 70-27
Fax +49 (0)30-531 40 70-99
tschechien@literaturtest.de
http://literaturtest.de

Impressum
Datenschutz

Wir senden lhnen Pressemitteilungen, weil wir davon ausgehen, dass diese fiir Sie
interessante Informationen enthalten. Wir méchten lhnen auch in Zukunft diese
Informationen zukommen lassen und kommen daher auf diesem Wege unseren
gesetzlichen Informationspflichten nach. Wir informieren Sie in diesem Zusammenhang
untenstehend auch iiber die Moglichkeit des Widerspruchs zur Verarbeitung lhrer
personenbezogenen Daten, wenn Sie in Zukunft keine Informationen mehr von uns erhalten
wollen.

Datenschutz & Informationspflicht

Wir, die Literaturtest GmbH & Co. KG, c/o The Base Berlin ONE, PestalozzistralRe 5-8, 13187
Berlin, office@literaturtest.de, verarbeiten Ihre personenbezogenen Daten (Name, Vorname,
Firma, Abteilung, E-Mail, Adresse) zum Zwecke der regelmaRigen Ubermittlung von fiir Sie
relevanten und passenden Informationen zu aktuellen Buch-Neuerscheinungen und weiteren
Themen im Rahmen von Pressemitteilungen. Rechtsgrundlage hierfr ist eine
Interessenabwagung gemaf Art. 6 | f DSGVO. Empfanger der Daten sind ausschlieRlich
Mitarbeiter von Literaturtest bei Vorliegen einer entsprechenden Berechtigung und ggf. externe IT-
Dienstleister im Rahmen von Wartungsarbeiten, mit denen entsprechende Vereinbarungen zur
Vertraulichkeit geschlossen wurden. Eine sonstige Ubermittlung oder Weitergabe, z. B. in
Drittstaaten, findet nicht statt und ist auch nicht geplant.

Sie haben jederzeit das Recht auf Auskunft, auf Berichtigung, auf Léschung ("Vergessenwerden"),
auf Einschrankung der Verarbeitung, ein Widerspruchsrecht, ein Recht auf Datentibertragbarkeit
sowie ein Recht auf Widerruf lhrer Einwilligung. Nehmen Sie in diesen Fallen am besten per E-
Mail (office@literaturtest.de) Kontakt zu uns auf. Sie kénnen uns aber auch einen Brief schicken.
Sie erhalten nach Eingang umgehend eine Riickmeldung. lhnen steht, sofern Sie der Meinung
sind, dass wir lhre personenbezogenen Daten nicht ordnungsgemal verarbeiten, ein
Beschwerderecht bei einer Aufsichtsbehorde zu. Bei weiteren Fragen wenden Sie sich gerne an
unseren Datenschutzbeauftragten (datenschutz@literaturtest.de).

Sollten Sie diese Form der Information nicht mehr winschen, werden wir Sie nicht weiter damit
behelligen, denn Ihre Zeit und Ihre Daten sind fiir uns in hohem MaRe schitzenswerte Giiter! Das
galt schon immer, und das gilt natlrlich besonders mit Inkrafttreten der DSGVO. Bitte lesen Sie
zum Thema Datenschutz auch unsere Erlauterungen unten in dieser E-Mail. Und lassen Sie uns
wissen, wenn Sie diese Informationen nicht mehr beziehen moéchten oder Sie Fragen zu unserem
Umgang mit lhren Daten haben! Zur Abmeldung geht es hier.
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