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Harbour Stage

10:00 – 10:45  The City of Mikulov   

Mikulov: town of literature and literary town
Dora Kaprálová, Petr Borkovec, Rhea Krčmářová, Moderation: Petr Šesták

11:15 – 11:30  Music   

Mikulov Town Cimbalom Band CM TourOld
Dalibor Petráš, Zdeněk Slavík, Lukáš Růžička, Jan Kalicki

11:45 – 12:45  Discussion   

Telling her story: women, trains, and the weight of history
Radka Denemarková, Yang Shuang-zi, Moderation: Susanne Biedenkopf-
Kürten, Reading: Stephan Wolf-Schönburg

13:00 – 13:45  Translators   

Translating Europe: the ENLit Network and its support for literary 
translation and translators
Izaskun Arretxe, Elise Vanoosthuyse, Eleonora di Blasio, Moderation: Martin 
Krafl 

14:00 – 14:45  AI   

AI in translation and publishing practice: new research by HumanAId 
and CEATL
Jiřina Šmejkalová, Lenka Pořízková, Francesca Novajra, Moderation: Anna 
Luňáková

15:00 – 15:45  Translators   

Conditions for young translators and what the future holds
Christina Frankenberg, Olha Futoran, Małgosia Briefjes, Moderation: Martina 
Kutková

16:00 – 17:30  PPF Foundation   

PPF Foundation / Meandering through Prague / Jenseits von Prag
Jana Tomas Sedláčková, Emma Hanzlíková, Jitka Nešporová, Petr Borkovec, 
Lubomír Sůva

17:45 – 18:15  Music   

Mário Bihári: Díky Zuzce Navarové
Mário Bihári, David Fiedler, Bára Fialová

Shore Stage

10:15 – 11:15  Translators   

It’s possible, surely? Czech literature in German translation 
Julia Miesenböck, Sophia Marzolff, Moderation: Mirko Kraetsch

11:30 – 12:15  Discussion   

Talking about literature: the purpose of the literary festival
Guillaume Basset, Michaela Šilpochová, Markéta Hejkalová,               
Moderation: Lucie Campos

12:30 – 13:15  Publishers   

When Czech books speak Spanish
Héctor F. Santiago Pérez, Joan Tarrida, Iveta Gonzálezová, Moderation: 
Martina Kutková

13:30 – 14:15  Publishers   

How Czech literature is received in the Francophone world
David Meulemans, Nadège Agullo, Tatiana Sirotchouk, Moderation: Sára 
Vybíralová

14:30 – 15:15  Discussion   

The digital sovereignty of knowledge: the new role of libraries 
between big tech and social responsibility
Frank Scholze, Tomáš Foltýn, Achim Bonte, Moderation: Saša Michailidis

15:30 – 16:15  Translators   

The roles of the translator: publisher, agent, organizer, activist
Veronika Siska, Susanna Räty, Julia Miesenböck, Moderation: Jitka Hanušová

16:30 – 17:15  Discussion   

The fragile ecosystems of literary magazines
Anna Luňáková, Jan M. Heller, Heike Willingham, Moderation: Jan Musil

Harbour Stage

10:00 – 11:00  Discussion   

The theme of exile as an evergreen of Czech literature. Why can‘t it do 
without it?
Martina Mecco, Jan Rubeš, Zofi a Bałdyga, Moderation: Museum of Literature

11:15 – 11:30  Music   

Mário Bihári: Díky Zuzce Navarové
Mário Bihári, David Fiedler, Bára Fialová

11:45 – 12:30  Publishers   

Czech literature series issued by foreign publishing houses
Alessandro De Vito, Julia Różewicz, Ondřej Cikán, Moderation: Martin Janeček

12:45 – 13:45  Interview   

Dora Kaprálová: The Maribor Hypnosis. Winner of the EU Prize for 
Literature and Magnesia Litera awards
Dora Kaprálová, Pavel Mandys, Anne Bergman-Tahon, Moderation: Nikola 
Richter

14:00 – 15:00  Discussion   

The Czech literary landscape in data and fi gures
Martin Vopěnka, Petra Diestlerová, Radka Patočková, Moderation: Anna Bloch 
Štičková

15:15 – 16:15  Fiction   

A Novel for Frankfurt 
Ludmila Svozilová, Iva Hadj Moussa, Veronika Opatřilová, Moderation: Saša 
Michailidis, Reading: Kateřina Siegl

16:30 – 16:45  Music   

Theresa Clauberg and Lucie Steiner
Theresa Clauberg and Lucie Steiner

17:00 – 18:30  The City of Prague   

Prague: a city of book illustration and the creative industries
Jiří Sulženko, Ivana Pecháčková, Marie Topolová, Michal Bačák, Vladimír 
Strejček, Daniel Tejnický, Moderation: Saša Michailidis

Shore Stage

10:15 – 11:00  Translators   

Pearls of the deep: works of Czech literature that remain untranslated
Susa Wolfrum, Jana Krötzsch

11:30 – 12:15  Discussion   

Freelance writing: sustainable profession or big risk?
Klára Vlasáková, Slata Roschal, Moderation: Anna Luňáková

12:30 – 13:15  Comics   

Drawing and writing history in a different way
Stanislav Setinský, Mikuláš Podprocký, Tereza Verecká, Marek Toman, 
Moderation: Kateřina Čopjaková

13:30 – 14:15  AI   

AI and the future of European literature
Sebastià Portell, Francesca Novajra, Moderation: Anna Luňáková

14:30 – 15:15  Publishers   

How Czech literature is received in the Anglophone world
Julia Sherwood, Diven Nagpal, Martin Janeček, Moderation: Jan Musil

15:30 – 16:15  Discussion   

Young, strong European voices
Jakub Stanjura, Eugenia Kuznetsova, Anna Beata Háblová, Moderation: Anna 
Luňáková

16:45 – 17:30  Comics   

Travel reportage
Jindřich Janíček, Birgit Weyhe, Moderation: Jakob Hoffmann

Harbour Stage

10:00 – 10:45  Discussion   

By the lake, in the garden, among the mushrooms: where do Czech 
illustrators look for inspiration?
Andrea Tachezy, Kateřina Illnerová, Petra Josefína Stibitzová, Lucie Lučanská,  
Moderation: Renáta Fučíková

11:00 – 11:15  Music   

Theresa Clauberg and Lucie Steiner
Theresa Clauberg and Lucie Steiner

11:30 – 12:15  Fiction   

Writing our own lives and the lives of others
Lucie Faulerová, Marek Torčík, Moderation: Holger Heimann, Reading: 
Stephan Wolf-Schönburg

12:30 – 13:30  Discussion   

To serve the truth, to bear witness, to make the world a more humane 
place
Eva Lustigová, Jindřich Mann, Moderation: Wolfgang Schwarz, Reading: 
Jaroslav Rudiš

13:45 – 14:30  Fiction   

Czechs and Germans living together
Alice Horáčková, Štěpán Kučera, Moderation: Philipp Ther, Reading: Verena 
Noll

14:45 – 15:30  Discussion   

HAVEL at 90: I hid it somewhere
Jáchym Topol, Moderation: Tilman Spreckelsen

15:45 – 16:30  Fiction   

Kafka one hundred years on, and the Kafka in us
Magdaléna Platzová, Zuzana Říhová, Moderation: Lucie Campos, Reading: 
Steffi  Böttger

17:00 – 18:30  Slam Poetry   

SLAM POETRY BATTLE: Czechia vs. Germany
Jaromír Konečný (DE), Daniel Wagner (DE), Večerka (CZ), Vašek z Aše (CZ), 
Tomáš Kůs, Moderation: Jaromír Konečný

Shore Stage

10:15 – 11:00  Poetry   

TO THE SEA! Where is (contemporary) Czech poetry heading?
Adriana Krásová, Julia Miesenböck, Ondřej Macl, Moderation: Jan M. Heller

11:15 – 12:00  Children‘s & YA   

Images of darkness and hope in literature for older children and young 
adults
Petr Hanel, Vojtěch Matocha, Karel Osoha, Moderation: Hana Hadas

12:15 – 13:00  Fiction   

Dystopia as a mirror of the present
Kristina Hamplová, Petra Hůlová, Martin Vopěnka, Moderation: Zuzana 
Jürgens

13:15 – 14:00  Discussion   

Books in search of readers: writing for children and young adults in an 
age of distraction
Iva Procházková, Astrid Böhmisch, Vojtěch Matocha, Moderation: Tino 
Dallmann

14:15 – 15:00  Discussion   

The Czech-German Future Fund presents: Off the beaten track – 
German authors in Czechia in search of new themes
Judith Hermann, Gregor Sander, Moderation: Sabine Borovanská, Martin 
Hudec

15:15 – 16:00  Comics   

“And what do those close to you think?”: the self in comics
Štěpánka Jislová, Lucie Lomová, Moderation: Kateřina Čopjaková

16:15 – 17:00  Fiction   

Histories of family, lineage and place
Tereza Boučková, Jan Novák, Petr Borkovec, Moderation: Maximilian 
Mengeringhaus

Harbour Stage

10:00 – 10:45  Discussion   

What does literature from the margins bring? Stories of Czech and 
Slovak Roma from the Second World War to the present
Kateřina Tučková, Patrik Banga, Karolína Ryvolová, Moderation: David 
Vaughan

11:00 – 11:15  Music   

Martina Trchová
Martina Trchová

11:30 – 12:15  Fiction   

Captive in the role: stereotypes and identity in Czech fi ction
Dora Kaprálová, Emma Kausc, Vratislav Maňák, Moderation: Tino Dallmann

12:30 – 13:15  Discussion   

Literature beyond the birth certifi cate
Iryna Zahladko, Marie Iljašenko, Zofi a Bałdyga, Moderation: David Vaughan

13:30 – 14:15  Fiction   

People with no destiny: the literature of existential crisis
Bianca Bellová, Elsa Aids, Eli Beneš, Moderation: Mirko Schwanitz

14:30 – 15:15  Fiction   

Humans and work: precarity and working poverty
Miřenka Čechová, Petr Šesták, Anna Beata Háblová, Moderation: Julia 
Miesenböck

15:30 – 16:15  Fiction   

Decaying landscapes and dismal places: new ruralism in Czech fi ction
Anna Bolavá, Jiří Hájíček, Petra Klabouchová, Moderation: Zuzana Jürgens

16:30 – 17:15  Comics   

A quarter-century of Czech comics
Lucie Lomová, Jaromír 99, Moderation: Kateřina Čopjaková

17:30 – 17:45  Music   

Martina Trchová
Martina Trchová

17:45 – 18:30  Discussion   

About more than the text: Czech and Slovak writers today and political 
engagement
Mária Modrovich, Tomáš Hučko, Petra Hůlová, Moderation: Mirko Kraetsch

Shore Stage

10:15 – 11:00  Poetry   

POEŽIJE, or Spirits in the Mist: new poetry from Czechia
Julia Miesenböck, Daniela Pusch, Hans Thill, Moderation: Martina Lisa

11:15 – 12:00  Comics   

The child as uncompromising comic book critic
Kateřina Illnerová, Petra Josefína Stibitzová, Kateřina Čupová,                     
Moderation: Kateřina Čopjaková

12:15 – 13:00  Poetry   

Voice, gesture, event
Jaromír Typlt, Pavel Novotný, Moderation: Dirk Hülstrunk

13:15 – 14:00  Fiction   

The individual in a turbulent world that has become unreadable
Marek Toman, Jáchym Topol, Moderation: Holger Heimann, Reading: 
Wolfram Schneider-Lastin

14:15 – 15:00  Poetry   

Me in the Network
Klára Goldstein, Petr Hruška, Moderation: Jan M. Heller, Reading: Steffi  
Böttger

15:15 – 16:00  Poetry   

The Planet and the long term
Iryna Zahladko, Marie Iljašenko, Lubomír Tichý, Moderation: Dirk Hülstrunk

16:15 – 17:00  Fiction   

Images of an uncertain future: literature and climate
Klára Vlasáková, Jonáš Zbořil, Moderation: Maximilian Mengeringhaus, 
Reading: Stephan Wolf-Schönburg

Harbour Stage

10:00 – 10:45  Nonfi ction   

The Russian archipelago at war against Ukraine: culture and contexts
Tomáš Glanc, Marci Shore, Moderation: Mischa Gabowitsch

11:00 – 11:15  Music   

Milli Janatková
Milli Janatková

11:30 – 12:15  Discussion   

Gerta: from the page to the screen
Kateřina Tučková, Barbara Häbe, Tereza Polachová, Moderation: Rebecca 
Heiler

12:30 – 13:30  Discussion   

Czechs writing in German past and present – from Rilke and Kafka, 
through Kisch and Eisner, to Reinerová and Rudiš. And beyond?
Alena Wagnerová, Jaroslav Rudiš, Štěpán Zbytovský, Moderation: Museum   
of Literature

13:45 – 14:45  Performance   

Where on earth is the Czech seaside?
Ondřej Macl, Anna Luňáková

15:00 – 15:20  Music   

Milli Janatková
Milli Janatková

Shore Stage

10:15 – 11:00  Discussion   

Prague Literature House for German-Language Authors: Presenting 
a monograph marking the 110th anniversary of the birth of Lenka 
Reinerová
Viera Glosíková, Moderation: David Stecher

11:15 – 12:00  Nonfi ction   

Resignation as a path to freedom
Tereza Matějčková, Barbara Schmitz

12:15 – 13:00  Poetry   

A world in motion
Marie Iljašenko, Zofi a Bałdyga, Sufi an Massalema, Moderation: Jan M. Heller, 
Reading: Armin Nufer

13:15 – 14:00  Fiction   

Imaginary worlds in contemporary Czech literature
Michal Ajvaz, Miroslav Hlaučo, Moderation: Maximilian Mengeringhaus, 
Reading: Steffi  Böttger

14:15 – 15:00  Fiction   

From Central Europe to distant worlds
Klára Wang Tylová, Matěj Hořava, Moderation: Tino Dallmann, Reading: Armin 
Nufer

Thursday, 8 October 2026

Friday, 9 October 2026

Saturday, 10 October 2026

Sunday, 11 October 2026

Czechia 2026 Pavilion , Forum 1
Czech National Stand, Hall 3.1/C65

20 August 2026 – 24 January 2027
Samizdat: Words of Freedom in Czechoslovakia, 1939–1989
How can literature circulate when it is forbidden? The exhibition traces 
the history of samizdat in Czechoslovakia, exploring its diverse forms 
and ingenious reproduction techniques and showing how literature 
could survive under conditions of repression.

Museum für Kommunikation Frankfurt, Schaumainkai 53, 60596 Frankfurt am 
Main

5 September 2026 – 29 November 2026
From the Heart of Europe. Czech Book Art from 1900 to the Present
From Art Nouveau and Symbolism through Cubism, Poetism and 
Surrealism to contemporary design, the exhibition traces the 
development of Czech book art and explores how artists and designers 
have transformed the book into an independent work of art and a 
space for experimentation. 

Klingspor Museum, Herrnstraße 80, 63065 Offenbach am Main

17 September 2026 – 17 January 2027
Beyond Paper Plane / More Than Flat Paper
What can a children’s book be? The exhibition explores contemporary 
Czech picture-book art beyond paper. Books become objects, games 
and spaces for discovery, connecting illustration with design, art and 
technology. 

Struwwelpeter Museum, Hinter dem Lämmchen 2–4, 60311 Frankfurt am Main

19 September 2026 – 17 January 2027
More is Now! New Czech Architecture
What does architecture by a new Czech generation look like? The 
exhibition presents 28 award-winning projects by young architects 
from across Czechia, highlighting the innovative, contemporary and 
multilocal character of today’s Czech architecture.

Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM), Schaumainkai 43, 60596 Frankfurt am 
Main 

29 September 2026 – 30 October 2026
I Married the Czech Language: Reiner Kunze and Czech Poetry
Reiner Kunze’s relationship with Czech poetry is a story of friendship, 
translation and solidarity. The exhibition explores how literature can 
become a bridge between languages, cultures and countries. 

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek Frankfurt am Main, Adickesallee 1, 60322 Frankfurt 
am Main

1 October 2026 – 10 January 2027
Anna Hulačová: Abundantia
Concrete and honeycomb, nature and technology: Anna Hulačová 
creates hybrid beings between the organic and the artifi cial. Her 
ecofeminist sculptures combine concerns about ecological crisis with a 
poetic vision of the future. 

Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt, Gabriel-Riesser-Weg 3, 60325 Frankfurt am Main

1 October 2026 – 7 February 2027 
Garden Utopias
What will the garden of the future look like? Works by Veronika 
Richterová, Jan Kamensky and malatsion combine art, ecology and 
imagination, turning the Palmengarten into a space for envisioning 
tomorrow’s landscapes. 

Palmengarten Frankfurt, Siesmayerstraße 63, 60323 Frankfurt am Main

3 October 2026 – 27 November 2026
Nothing Compels Me but Love (B. N.) – Literature from Czechia from 
Božena Němcová to Radka Denemarková
From Božena Němcová to Radka Denemarková, the exhibition traces 
Czech literature through women writers who challenged social norms 
and political pressure, exploring resistance, patriarchy, violence, trauma, 
language and freedom. 

Haus am Dom, Domplatz 3, 60311 Frankfurt am Main

4 October 2026 – 22 November 2026
Joy and Hiding Places / Joie et refuge
Fourteen voices in contemporary Czech photography explore identity, 
intimacy and changing realities in the digital age. Photographs and 
visual installations move between documentary approaches and 
staging, personal expression and imagination.

DFF – Deutsches Filminstitut & Filmmuseum, Schaumainkai 41, 60596 Frankfurt 
am Main

5 October 2026 – 31 January 2027
The Bronze Beauty from Kladina – The Oldest Beer Offering in Central 
Europe
The unique bronze vessel from Kladina offers a glimpse into life and 
rituals in the Late Bronze Age. Traces of millet beer or porridge provide 
new clues to its possible role in ritual practices.

Archäologisches Museum Frankfurt, Karmelitergasse 1, 60311 Frankfurt am Main 

Czech Exhibitions in Frankfurt/Offenbach

Partner of the Year of Czech 
Culture and Guest of Honour:

With
support of:

Main media
partners:

Wednesday, 7 October 2026
Czechia 2026 Pavilion Programme

Czechia 2026 Pavilion - Live Painting 

Tuesday, 6 October 2026  

Mikuláš Podprocký
Then and Now 
12:00 – 13:00, 18:30 – 20:00

Wednesday, 7 October 2026

Stanislav Setinský
De-evolution
11:00 – 12:30, 14:30 – 16:00

Thursday, 8 October 2026

Karel Osoha
The Frog 
11:00 – 12:30, 14:30 – 16:00

Friday, 9 October 2026  

Kateřina Čupová
R.U.R.
11:00 – 12:30, 14:30 – 16:00

Saturday, 10 October 2026

Štěpánka Jislová
A Girl on the Shore
11:00 – 12:30, 14:30 – 16:00

Sunday, 11 October 2026

Lucie Lomová
The Beach 
10:30 – 12:00, 13:00 – 14:30

Six artists, six works, one 6 × 3 m wall. Each work is created in two layers: the Wall 
Ink robotic printing system applies a pre-drawn part directly onto a wall in the 
pavilion, after which the artist completes it by hand in front of an audience. At the 
end of the day, the work is painted over, as if washed away by the tide. The next 
day, a new work is created on the wall. 

Scan here for the complete schedule 
of Czech events.

czechia2026.com
Programme subject to change.



Sunday, 11 October 2026

Czech national stand  3.1 / C65

11:00 – 12:00  Poetry     

Where do we go from here? Czech poetry today
Petr Hruška, Petr Borkovec, Moderation: Dirk Hülstrunk, Reading: Laura 
Richter, Lena Dorn

In a world of multiple crises, poetry may seem to be a fragile luxury for a small 
cultural elite. In their new books, Petr Hruška and Petr Borkovec show the 
importance of poetry in understanding our complex world, reflecting on power 
and identity from very different angles. They will also discuss the role of poetry in 
Czech society today.

12:15 – 13:00  ..Quiz..     

KulturKvíz: for all who wish to play
Christina Frankenberg, Šimon Geist

Do you want to test your knowledge of Czech culture, literature and everyday life? 
Then the fun Czech-German KulturKvíz is the very thing for you. Join forces to play 
in small teams, win a mystery prize, and learn a lot of new things!

13:15 – 14:00  Drama     

Am Wannenrand. Contemporary Czech drama. Book presentation and 
readings from three plays by Tomáš Dianiška, Hana D. Lehečková and 
Tomáš Ráliš
Tomáš Dianiška, Hana D. Lehečková, Tomáš Ráliš, Matthias Naumann, Jürgen 
Popig, Moderation: Barbora Schnelle

What plays are being performed in the Czech Republic? Discussion and readings 
with actors from Theater & Orchester Heidelberg. With Barbora Schnelle (editor, 
moderator), Matthias Naumann (Neofelis Verlag), Jürgen Popig (co-director of 
Heidelberger Stückemarkt) and the authors.

14:15 – 15:00  Discussion     

Ivan Klíma, the best-known unknown Czech author, his life, and his 
book My Prague
Michal Klíma, Moderation: Libuše Černá, Reading: Stephan Wolf-Schönburg

Ivan Klíma was one of the best-known Czech authors of the 20th century. 
Between 1970 and 1989, his works were banned in his homeland. The estate of the 
author, who died in 2025, included a manuscript about Prague. Libuše Černá talks 
to Michal Klíma about his father’s life and work.

FBM Stages, City

13:00 – 14:00  Children‘s & YA     

Buch&Wein, Berger Str. 122, 60316 Frankfurt am Main
Buch&Wein: Iva Procházková
Iva Procházková, Moderation: Ferdinand Hauser

Czech author Iva Procházková presents her latest German translation at 
Buch&Wein bookstore.

15:00 – 16:30  Fiction     

Klingspor Museum, Herrnstraße 80, 63065 Offenbach am Main
Who tells Czechia’s stories? Literature, books, and the image of 
a country abroad
Kateřina Tučková, Danuše Siering, Moderation: Eric Marr

Writer Kateřina Tučková and publisher Danuše Siering discuss works of Czech 
literature that appeal to readers abroad and what we say about ourselves through 
our books.

15:30 – 16:30  Children‘s & YA     

Imagination Stage, Halle 4.0
Ernst und Lustig - Arnošt Lustigs Lebensreise
Markéta Pilátová, Eliška Soffer Podzimek, Eva Lustigová, Moderation: Tino 
Dallmann

Markéta Pilátová and Eliška Soffer Podzimek will present the graphic novel Ernst 
und Lustig – Arnošt Lustigs Lebensreise, exploring Arnošt Lustig’s life and work 
through the story of his children.

19:15 – 19:45  Festival KULTÜR 2026     

Internationales Theater Frankfurt, Hanauer Landstraße 5, 60314 
Frankfurt am Main
Literature as a bridge: Kateřina Tučková at the KULTÜR 2026 festival
Kateřina Tučková, Moderation: Rana Ayhan Tuncel

Award-winning Czech writer Kateřina Tučková will speak at the KULTÜR 2026 
festival about memory, identity and the power of literature to transcend cultural 
boundaries. The discussion will be moderated by Rana Ayhan Tuncel. The 
conversation will take place in English with a summary in German.

Czech national stand  3.1 / C65

10:00 – 10:30  Get together   

Grand opening of the Czech National Stand
Moderation: Martin Krafl

12:30 – 13:15  Publishers   

Grants supporting publication of books in translation: Czech Republic 
and EU
Michal Fojtík, María del Mar Martín, Moderation: Michala Čičváková

Grant-based support of literary translation and book publishing is a standard 
instrument of Czech and European cultural policy. How do grants from the Czech 
Ministry of Culture work? How does the EU support the transnational circulation 
of works of fiction in the Creative Europe programme?

16:30 – 17:15  Publishers   

CEE Book Market Prague: presentation & coffee
Moderation: Jitka Hanušová

CEEBM – the leading platform for book industry professionals in central and 
eastern Europe, and a key part of the Book World Prague fair. Coordinator Jitka 
Hanušová will give details of its concept, news for the upcoming year, and its 
scholarship programme. Coffee and networking will follow.

17:15 – 18:00  Discussion   

DILIA agency: unheard voices from past and present
Jan Barták, Miroslav Hlaučo, Kristina Hamplová, Zuzana Říhová, Moderation: 
Jana Hejná

A presentation of the DILIA agency and its catalogue of classics for FBM 2026: 
Czechia – Guest of Honour, with author and literary scholar Zuzana Říhová. 
A discussion with authors Kristina Hamplová and Miroslav Hlaučo about debuts, 
awards, generational challenges, second books and official support.

FBM Stages, City

10:00 – 11:00  Comics   

Imagination Stage, Halle 4.0
Understanding and utilising cultural influences in visual language
Christina S. Zhu, Tobi Dahmen, Mikuláš Podprocký, Petra Nováková, 
Moderation: Thilo Krapp

A visual comparison of the Czech Republic and Germany: How illustrations differ 
in effect and interpretation

15:00 – 16:00  Translators     

Zentrum Wort, Halle 5.0 / C115
It‘s all Czech to me: translating contemporary literature from Czechia
Mirko Kraetsch, Eva Profousová, Moderation: Katharina Borchardt

Czechia, Guest of Honour at the Frankfurt Book Fair 2026, seen through the eyes 
of two renowned translators.

17:15 – 18:15  Fiction     

Haus des Buches, Braubachstraße 16, 60311 Frankfurt am Main
LiteraturBahnhof: Anna Beata Háblová, Kathrin Janka
Anna Beata Háblová, Kathrin Janka, Moderation: Daniella Baumeister, 
Reading: Christoph Pütthoff

Czech author Anna Beata Háblová and translator Kathrin Janka present their latest 
German translations as part of the LiteraturBahnhof festival.

18:00 – 19:00  Music    

Archäologisches Museum Frankfurt, Karmelitergasse 1, 60311 
Frankfurt am Main
A Song is Found
Pardubice Conservatoire

The Museum Of Eastern Bohemia and the Pardubice Conservatoire revive archival 
recordings of folk songs kept in the depositories. Students and teachers at the 
conservatoire perform the songs in traditional brass-band arrangements. The 
60-minute concert has a commentary by the ethnographer Matěj Pros.

19:30  Fiction       

Stadtbücherei Frankfurt - Zentralbibliothek, Hasengasse 4, 60311 
Frankfurt am Main
Radka Denemarková: Chocolate Blood (author’s reading and 
discussion)
Radka Denemarková, Moderation: Eva Profousová

Radka Denemarková’s novel Chocolate Blood intertwines the life stories of French 
writer George Sand and Czech writer Božena Němcová, who was born in Vienna 
in 1820. Denemarková explores female authorship in the 19th century and the 
power dynamics that underpin gender and economic relationships.

Thursday, 8 October 2026

Czech national stand  3.1 / C65

12:30 – 13:15  Publishers   

Zero VAT and fixed-price books – guarantees of a sustainable book 
market?
Martin Vopěnka, Benedikt Föger, Nina George, Moderation: Anna Bloch 
Štičková

In 2024, Czechia became the second country to introduce zero VAT on books, 
inspiring others. What has this achieved? What still needs to be done? Is it time for 
fixed pricing? A trade association head, the largest bookstore chain and an author 
with a pan-European view present their experiences.

16:30 – 17:15  Publishers     

Bestsellers and treasures: Alena Mornštajnová in conversation with 
treasure hunters Danuše Siering and Ondřej Cikán
Alena Mornštajnová, Danuše Siering, Moderation: Ondřej Cikán

Alena Mornštajnová’s multi-award-winning novels are among Czechia’s most 
successful. Danuše Siering seeks out the very best for her Buch über Bücher. 
Ondřej Cikán has been awarded the Austrian State Prize for Literary Translation for 
his translations of Czech classics.

17:15 – 18:00  Translators   
Do you want to learn Czech? The full range of Czech language-
learning options in Germany, today and tomorrow
Marie Neuhaus, Holger Kuße, Šárka Atzenbeck, Moderation: Franz Schindler

Presenting a survey of Czech-language teaching in Germany in all its diversity, 
from private schools with Czech classes for Czech-speaking children and young 
adults, to Czech-language teaching at secondary schools in Czech-German 
border regions, to the study of Czech at German universities.

FBM Stages, City

10:00 – 10:30  Interview     

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Halle 3.0 / C123
When life begins to come apart: an interview with Jáchym Topol about 
his novel Hell Does Not Exist
Jáchym Topol, Moderation: Tilman Spreckelsen

Prague journalist Tomáš is in personal and professional crisis. Then the Russians 
invade Ukraine, waking bad memories in Tomáš. An interview with writer Jáchym 
Topol about his novel Hell Does Not Exist, which raises the question: In our 
uncertain world, where can we go for a sense of security? 

11:00 – 12:00  Children‘s & YA     

Struwwelpeter Museum, Hinter dem Lämmchen 2-4, 60311 Frankfurt 
am Main
Struwwelpeter Museum: Jiří Dvořák
Jiří Dvořák, Moderation: Christina Frankenberg

Czech author Jiří Dvořák will present his new German translations of Myko and So 
schlafen die Tiere at the Struwwelpeter Museum.

14:00 – 14:30  Poetry     

Leseinsel der unabhängigen Verlage, Halle 3.0 / C69
Dahin – contemporary Czech surrealism
Jaromír Typlt, Moderation: Ondřej Cikán

The Czech poet and performer Jaromír Typlt presents his collection of poetry, 
Dahin, in conversation with the publisher and translator Ondřej Cikán.

16:00 – 17:15  Children‘s & YA     

Stadtbücherei Frankfurt - Zentrale Kinder- und Jugendbibliothek, 
Arnsburger Str. 24, 60385 Frankfurt am Main
Das Kraken-Tagebuch at the Kinder- und Jugendbibliothek
Magdalena Rutová, Moderation: Mirko Kraetsch

Czech author and illustrator Magdalena Rutová will present her book Das Kraken-
Tagebuch at the Kinder- und Jugendbibliothek.

17:15 – 18:15  Fiction     

Haus des Buches, Braubachstraße 16, 60311 Frankfurt am Main
LiteraturBahnhof: Emma Kausc, Klára Vlasáková
Emma Kausc, Klára Vlasáková, Moderation: Daniella Baumeister, Reading: 
Christoph Pütthoff

Czech authors Emma Kausc and Klára Vlasáková present their latest German 
translations as part of the LiteraturBahnhof festival.

18:00 – 19:00  Fiction     

Dialog Museum, B-Ebene Passage 10, Abgang, An der Hauptwache, 
Roßmarkt, 60313 Frankfurt am Main
Reading with your fingers, travelling with all your senses: reading in 
Braille with Jaroslav Rudiš
Jaroslav Rudiš, Moderation: Tino Dallmann, Reading: Anne Petrine Waagö

Literature that transcends boundaries: Petty Waagö reads in Braille from 
Gebrauchsanweisung fürs Zugreisen by Czech author Jaroslav Rudiš. Rudiš 
discusses his love of railways, journeys of a lifetime, and the power of sensory 
storytelling with Tino Dallmann.

19:00  Fiction     

IG-Metall, Wilhelm-Leuschner-Straße 69 -77, 60329 Frankfurt am 
Main
Büchergilde Salon: Čapek, Ajvaz and the future of humanity – 
a discussion on Czech literature 
Michal Ajvaz, Jürgen Kaube, Janna Klävers, Meike Zehlike

Join us on 8 October for an evening of inspiration dedicated to Czech literature 
and artificial intelligence, held by Büchergilde Gutenberg in cooperation with IG 
Metall Frankfurt.

19:30  Poetry     

Be Poet Off Space, Langenhainer Str. 26, 60326 Frankfurt am Main
BePoet Offspace Gallery: Petr Hruška
Petr Hruška, Martina Lisa, Moderation: Dirk Hülstrunk

Poet Petr Hruška and his translator Martina Lisa present Und ich sah mein Gesicht, 
the German edition of Hruška’s latest collection of poetry, which is inspired by 
Magellan’s first circumnavigation of the world and its colonial context.

19:30 – 20:30  Fiction     

Buch&Wein, Berger Str. 122, 60316 Frankfurt am Main
Buch&Wein: Eli Beneš
Eli Beneš, Moderation: Zuzana Jürgens, Reading: Verena Noll

Czech author Eli Beneš presents his latest German translation at Buch&Wein 
bookstore.

19:30 – 21:00  Discussion     

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, Adickesallee 1, 60322 Frankfurt am Main
Conspirators – German-language novel, Czech literary discovery
Eva Jelínková, Markus Meckel, Moderation: Tomáš Jelínek, Reading: Steffi 
Böttger

How does a dictatorship come about, and can it be prevented? Friedrich 
Bruegel’s Conspirators, a rediscovered work from 1949 about the rise of the 
communist dictatorship in Czechoslovakia, was hailed as a literary sensation 
following publication of its first Czech translation in spring 2026.

20:00 – 21:30  Fiction     

Bar.Café.Kultur. Switchboard, Alte G. 36, 60313 Frankfurt am Main 
With Wittgenstein in a Gay Sauna: author’s reading and discussion, 
with Vratislav Maňák
Vratislav Maňák, Moderation: Tim Beisswenger, Reading: Stephan Wolf-
Schönburg

In his book Mit Wittgenstein in der Schwulensauna, Vratislav Maňák explores 
gay culture, masculinity, the body, and desire in central Europe. He will talk at 
Frankfurt’s Switchboard about gay spaces and identities, and what they reveal 
about society today.
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10:00 – 10:45  Publishers   

How does the Creative Europe programme support the Czech book-
publishing industry?
Alessandra Luchetti, Dora Kaprálová, Alena Mornštajnová, Anaïs Raimbault, 
Michala Čičváková, Sára Vybíralová, Moderation: Natasa Asik, Laura Serrao

How does the Creative Europe programme support the Czech book-publishing 
industry? Creative Europe is an EU programme that supports culture and the 
creative industries in over 40 countries through a wide range of initiatives and 
programmes. Join us to learn about projects the programme supports and meet 
the people behind them.

11:00 – 11:45  Publishers     

The Czech-German Future Fund presents: Czech voices in Germany – 
publishing Czech literature in Germany
Nora Pester, Urs Heftrich, Roman Pliske, Moderation: Susanne Sehlbach, 
Tomáš Jelínek

How does Czech literature find its way into Germany? Three experienced German 
publishers talk about surprising discoveries, reader reactions and challenges — 
and how Czech fiction and poetry enrich the German literary landscape.

12:00 – 12:45  Discussion   

Introducing children to the world of books
Hana Havlínová, Ivona Březinová, Edita Vaníčková Makosová, Moderation: 
Jana Čeňková

How can preschoolers be encouraged to like books and reading? A look at the 
work of schools and libraries including the National Pedagogical Library, the 
importance of contemporary children’s literature, and initiatives such as Night with 
Andersen, Books for First-Graders and Best Books for Children.

13:00 – 13:45  Publishers   

Czech literary successes on the German-language book market
Dana Blatná, Edgar de Bruin, Moderation: Hana Hadas

Two literary agents share experience of promoting Czech literature on the 
German-language market over the past three years. What strategies and 
challenges have lined the way from Czech author to foreign publisher and reader, 
not least in the context of Czechia’s role as the fair’s guest of honour?

14:00 – 14:45  Discussion     

What do authors want from their writing?
Dorota Ambrožová, Sára Zeithammerová, Moderation: Jonáš Zbořil

Is the literary theme of adolescence inexhaustible? What are the expectations 
of emerging Czech writers, and in which conditions do they find themselves? 
Novelists Dorota Ambrožová and Sára Zeithammerová will be in conversation with 
their colleague Jonáš Zbořil.

15:00 – 15:45  Milan Kundera Library   

Milan Kundera Library: a vibrant centre for literature, education and 
international dialogue three years in the making
Jindra Pavelková

The library was established with an ambitious vision: to serve not only to preserve 
unique materials relating to one of the 20th century’s most important writers 
but also as a vibrant space for reading, interpretation and discussion of his work. 
Three years on, the vision is coming to fruition.

16:00 – 16:45  Discussion   

Silent books – loud stories
Martina Trchová, Marta Bartolj, Moderation: Renáta Fučíková

How many stories can be told with just a picture? Does an illustrator need words 
to convey their message? Illustrators Martina Trchová and Marta Bartolj discuss 
the current trend of the so-called silent book. Their colleague Renáta Fučíková will 
moderate the discussion.

17:00 – 18:30  Publishers     

Czech voices in translation
Hans Koch, Ruben Höppner, Roman Pliske, Ondřej Cikán, Erika Hornbogner, 
Moderation: Michala Čičváková

In recognition of Czechia’s role as guest of honour here, five houses – Anthea, Karl 
Rauch and Mitteldeutscher Verlag from Germany, Kétos and Wieser from Austria 
– have published the most books by Czech writers in the past two years. They 
present their most popular Czech books in German translation.
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13:00 – 13:30  Children‘s & YA     

Raum Illusion (CMF) 
Ondřej Buddeus: Fahr Rad!
Ondřej Buddeus

Czech author Ondřej Buddeus will present his book Fahr Rad! at the Frankfurt 
Book Fair in German translation.

16:30 – 18:30  Fiction    

OFF Bühne Schweiz, Halle 3.0 / F86
I emerge from madness. Contemporary voices from Czechia
Anna Beata Háblová, Kristina Hamplová, Sarah Elena Müller, Thierry Raboud, 
Moderation: Mariann Bühler, Nuria Sublet

Friday on the OFF Bühne will culminate in a literary cocktail: the programme 
features two literary treats from the Czech Republic, in the form of the sassy prose 
of Kristina Hamplová and Anna Beata Háblová, published by Swiss houses. Drinks 
and live music will be served to accompany the literature.

17:15 – 18:15  Fiction     

Haus des Buches, Braubachstraße 16, 60311 Frankfurt am Main
LiteraturBahnhof: Lucie Faulerová, Jiří Hájíček
Lucie Faulerová, Jiří Hájíček, Moderation: Daniella Baumeister, Reading: 
Christoph Pütthoff

Czech authors Lucie Faulerová and Jiří Hájíček present their latest German 
translations as part of the LiteraturBahnhof festival.

18:00 – 20:00  Cinema     

Arthouse Kinos / Cinéma, Roßmarkt 7, 60311 Frankfurt am Main
My Life for My Word
Radka Denemarková, Moderation: Martin Krafl

The feature-length documentary My Life for My Word follows Radka 
Denemarková on her literary journeys from Germany to Switzerland and Israel 
to Taiwan, capturing her uncompromising and determined attitude to life with 
reference to her work and themes that appeal to readers worldwide.

19:00 – 21:30  Fiction     

Weltenleser, Oeder Weg 40, 60318 Frankfurt am Main
Buchhandlung Weltenleser: Bianca Bellová
Bianca Bellová, Stefanie Bose, Moderation: Mirko Schwanitz, Reading: 
Wolfram Schneider-Lastin

At Weltenleser, Czech author Bianca Bellová will present her novel Der 
unsichtbare Mann.

19:30 – 20:30  Fiction     

Buch&Wein, Berger Str. 122, 60316 Frankfurt am Main
Buch&Wein: Alice Horáčková, Jan Novák
Alice Horáčková, Jan Novák, Moderation: Philipp Ther, Reading: Verena Noll

Czech authors Alice Horáčková and Jan Novák present their latest German 
translations at Buch&Wein bookstore.

20:00 – 21:30  Comics    

Romanfabrik, Hanauer Landstraße 186, 60314 Frankfurt am Main
Czech Extravaganza
Christopher Fellehner, Marita Kelbl, Lucie Lomová, Lucie Lučanská, Mikael 
Ross, Lena Winkel, Music: Tomek Witiak, Moderation: Jakob Hoffmann

Experience the great variety of the Czech comics scene first-hand. Artists from 
the Czech Republic and German representatives of the “ninth art” will draw live, 
before your very eyes, to musical accompaniment by Tomek Witiak and others.
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10:15 – 11:00  Discussion   

Reading as a national discipline: how to promote reading, and why we 
need to read in depth today
Martin Vopěnka, Mihael Kovač, Moderation: Guillaume Basset

How can we return reading to everyday life while retaining the ability to read 
complex texts with concentration? Martin Vopěnka and Miha Kovač present 
Czech and Slovenian approaches to promotion of reading and discuss what being 
able to read today actually means.

11:15 – 12:00  Children‘s & YA     

Wars of words and images in books for children and young people
Markéta Pilátová, Eliška Soffer Podzimek, Moderation: Libuše Černá, Reading: 
Laura Richter

At the end of World War II, the mysterious Fungus Woman takes in four children of 
different nationalities and uses her magical powers to save them from the army. 
In Arnošt’s Journey, Markéta Pilátová tells the story of writer Arnošt Lustig through 
conversations with his daughter Eva and collages.

12:15 – 13:00  Children‘s & YA     

Step inside the world of mushrooms and animals in an eco-friendly, 
fun way
Jiří Dvořák, Magdalena Rutová, Moderation: Mirko Kraetsch

Myco: A Complete Report from the World of Mushrooms introduces readers 
to mushroom-picking through an original fictional magazine. I, Octopus, an 
artist’s book by Magdalena Rutová with detailed illustrations, tells the fantastical 
story of an exceptional animal that longs to live like humans.

13:15 – 14:00  Discussion   

Marek Torčík in conversation with Welsh author Anthony Shapland
Marek Torčík, Anthony Shapland, Moderation: Alexandra Büchler

Two award-winning writers from opposite ends of Europe talk about their debut 
novels that take the reader back to a time when difference was not tolerated 
and same-sex relationships had to be hidden from society in the suffocating 
atmosphere of a conservative provincial town.

14:15 – 15:00  Children‘s & YA     

Contemporary stories with social motivation
Iva Procházková, Petra Soukupová, Ivona Březinová, Moderation: Jana 
Čeňková

Iva Procházková’s novel Joyo looks at school and intergenerational relationships. 
Ivona Březinová’s Yell Quietly, Bro describes the life of a single-parent family with 
twins, one of whom has an autism spectrum disorder. Titles of works by Petra 
Soukupová refer to “weird” heroes and their families.

15:15 – 16:00  Children‘s & YA     

Movement and freedom in contemporary nonfiction for children
Jakub Bachorík, Magda Garguláková, Ondřej Buddeus, Moderation: Lena 
Dorn

Large-format nonfiction books: Bridges, Bicycle. Transport of the future for 
movement on land, across country. As well as making travel quicker, bridges can 
be beautiful. The bicycle is a sought-after, eco-friendly transport, described here 
in the broader context of its importance for us.

16:15 – 17:00  Children‘s & YA     

Illustrated stories about intergenerational living
Lucie Hášová Truhelková, Olga Stehlíková, Andrea Tachezy, Moderation: Jana 
Krötzsch, Reading: Laura Richter

Olga Stehlíková’s Mylene is a sensitive novel about a nature-loving girl and her 
terminally ill mother. A story about an eccentric grandad in pink trousers and his 
grandson will amuse and captivate young readers. The grandad’s kindness to the 
environment shows the thoughtful person under the skin.

17:15 – 18:30  Get together     

Ahoj, Brno! Czechia’s second-largest city presents itself at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair
Dora Kaprálová, Kateřina Siegl, Martina Pospíšilová, Jana Pelikánová, 
Moderation: Eric Marr

Join us in Brno, Moravian metropolis! As well as sharing tips for tourists and 
culinary highlights, we will journey through the history of the city in fifty works of 
art. Brno-born writer Dora Kaprálová will talk about her hometown and her work.
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10:30 – 11:30  Discussion     

Global Stage, Foyer 5.1/6.1
The Czech-German Future Fund presents: ‘Grenzgänger’ – cultural 
commuters tell their stories of Czech-German inspiration
Jaroslav Rudiš, Martin Becker, Moderation: Susanne Sehlbach, Tomáš Jelínek

Anyone who wishes to understand Europe must be familiar with the viewpoints 
of their neighbours. Two winners of the Czech-German Journalism Prize will show 
how literature and cross-border encounters help spark an interest in the other, 
break down mental barriers and enrich debate (even in the pub).

11:00 – 12:00  Children‘s & YA     

Struwwelpeter Museum, Hinter dem Lämmchen 2-4, 60311 Frankfurt 
am Main
Struwwelpeter Museum: Lucie Hášová Truhelková
Lucie Hášová Truhelková, Moderation: Christina Frankenberg

Czech author Lucie Hášová Truhelková will present her new German translation of 
Der Opa mit der rosa Hose at the Struwwelpeter Museum.

12:00 – 13:00  Children‘s & YA     

Struwwelpeter Museum, Hinter dem Lämmchen 2-4, 60311 Frankfurt 
am Main
Struwwelpeter Museum: Magda Garguláková
Magda Garguláková, Moderation: Christina Frankenberg

Czech author Magda Garguláková will present her new German translations 
Brücken, Alles über die Hand and Woraus besteht das? at the Struwwelpeter 
Museum.

14:00 – 16:00  Cinema     

Arthouse Kinos / Cinéma, Roßmarkt 7, 60311 Frankfurt am Main
The Landscape of Literature
Jaroslav Rudiš, Alice Horáčková, Moderation: Christina Frankenberg

In a TV documentary, Jaroslav Rudiš meets fellow writers and takes us to places 
associated with canonical names of Czech literature. The writers reveal stories 
they have found inscribed in the landscape, in the lives of local people, and in the 
turbulent history of the 20th century.

16:00 – 17:00  Illustrators Battle   

Global Stage, Foyer 5.1/6.1
Illustrators Battle Czechia vs. Germany
Marita Kelbl, Kateřina Čupová, Eliška Soffer Podzimek, Magdalena Rutová, 
Timo Grubing, Pascal Nöldner, Raimund Frey

The Battle of the Illustrators at the 2026 Frankfurt Book Fair will see four 
female illustrators from guest of honour Czechia compete against a German 
team. They will draw till sparks fly from their pencils! Which team will draw the 
audience’s ideas quickest, and in the most original and fun ways?

17:15 – 18:15  Fiction     

Haus des Buches, Braubachstraße 16, 60311 Frankfurt am Main
LiteraturBahnhof: Marek Torčík, Miroslav Hlaučo
Marek Torčík, Miroslav Hlaučo, Moderation: Daniella Baumeister, Reading: 
Christoph Pütthoff

Czech authors Marek Torčík and Miroslav Hlaučo present their latest German 
translations as part of the LiteraturBahnhof festival.

18:00 – 19:00  COZI Festival   

2og: dondorf, Sophienstraße 1-3, 60487 Frankfurt am Main
The worlds of Jakub Bachorík
Jakub Bachorík

What is it like to live in a world where conspiracy theories are true? What happens 
to an ordinary car fitted with an engine for a space shuttle? Who are the drone 
hunters? Illustrator Jakub Bachorík will answer these questions and more in his 
talk about artist’s books and comics.

19:30 – 21:00  Fiction     

Naxoshalle, Waldschmidtstraße 19, 60316 Frankfurt am Main
Books & Beers. An Evening with Parasitenpresse, Elsa Aids, Petr Šesták 
and Klára Wang Tylová
Elsa Aids, Petr Šesták, Klára Wang Tylová, Susa Wolfrum, Moderation: Adrian 
Kasnitz

Books & Beers is an evening gathering with Cologne-based publishers 
Parasitenpresse. The programme will focus on literature from visiting Czechia. 
Czech writers Elsa Aids, Petr Šesták and Klára Wang Tylová will be joined by three 
German authors, translator Susa Wolfrum, and a musical accompaniment.

20:00  Music

Alte Oper - Mozart Saal, Opernplatz 1, 60313 Frankfurt am Main
Ensemble Modern
Slavomír Hořínka, Barbora Tomášková, Pavel Šabacký, Michaela Antalová, 
Marek Kopelent

Ensemble Modern presents contemporary music inspired by the Far East and 
four world premieres by Czech and Slovak composers. Ensemble Modern is 
one of the world’s leading orchestras, based in Frankfurt, and is the Prague 
Spring’s orchestra-in-residence for 2025–2027.

20:00 – 23:00  Drama     

Internationales Theater Frankfurt, Hanauer Landstraße 5, 60314 
Frankfurt am Main
Trollmama / Ausgewohnt / Spottschau
Tomáš Dianiška, Hana D. Lehečková, Tomáš Ráliš, Henning Bochert, 
Moderation: Barbora Schnelle

Critical, Queer and Contemporary: three staged readings of contemporary Czech 
plays by Hana D. Lehečková, Tomáš Dianiška and Tomáš Ráliš as part of the festival 
Ein Stück: Tschechien: Frankfurt-Spezial 2026, featuring a presentation of the 
anthology of contemporary Czech drama Am Wannenrand.

Scan here for the complete schedule  
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